
Labor market update for 
CAD drafting and design
There are more than 200,000 CADD designers and drafters employed in the U.S. But the outlook 
is tempered by technology advances that are boosting design efficiencies.

Many engineering and CADD managers today are not happy with the options currently available 
for outsourced CADD support services. Domestic service providers are often limited in their 
capacity, reach, and responsiveness—while offshore providers often struggle with operational and 
qualitative problems.

Top industries that employ CADD drafters and designers
About 25% of U.S. CADD drafters and designers are employed by engineering services firms.
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Other CADD services require project management. 
Ours offers it.
KellyOCG offers a turnkey, outcome-based solution for CADD support services that 
will improve the quality of your end-product. We can deliver end-to-end management 
of ongoing CAD projects—configured for delivery on-site, off-site, or as a virtual or 
distributed work model. 

Visit kellyocg.com/CADD for more information.    kellyocg.com/CADD
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Key statistics for CAD design and drafting
The automation risk for drafters and designers is lower than the average for all occupations.

U.S. CADD drafters and 
designers by age
A quarter of U.S. CADD drafters and 
designers are over the age 55. About 
21% are ages 45-54.

U.S. employment growth for CADD drafters and designers
Employment of designers and drafters is projected to grow slightly slower than the average 
growth for all occupations in coming years.
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$11 billion
Estimated global market for CADD 
support services by 2023
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